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TRAINING AND EVENTS
WALC’s training programme for 2026 has started to take shape with a focus on Officer support. A full programme of Clerk’s Toolbox courses have been agreed, plus a host of communications and data protection courses delivered by our training partner Breakthrough Communications and finance courses by Parkinson Partnership.
If your Council has a training need, please contact the Local Council Advisor on inockolds@communityfirst.org.uk.
Dates for your dairy
	February


	12th
	Social media for councils: getting started
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/social-media-for-councils-getting-started-12th-february/


	16th
	Data protection for town and parish councillors
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillors-training-data-protection-training-for-parish-and-town-councillors-february-16th-2026/


	19th
	Data protection and GDPR part 3
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/data-protection-and-gdpr-part-3-19th-february-2026/


	24th
	Get the most from local and regional media
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/https-bookings-breakthroughcomms-co-uk-customer-media/


	24th
	Councillor Fundamentals
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-february-24th/


	26th
	Social media for councils: Advanced strategies
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/social-media-for-councils-advanced-strategies/


	MARCH


	2nd
	Communicating with your community Part 2
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/communicating-with-your-community-part-2-implementing-effective-community-engagement-and-building-sustainable-conversations-2nd-march-2026/


	2nd
	Data protection & GDPR: Part 1
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/data-protection-and-gdpr-part-3-4th-march-2026/


	3rd
	New Clerks' Finance (plus a second course FREE after you attend)
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/new-clerks-finance-3rd-march/


	3rd
	Clerks Toolbox: Introduction to the council’s core documents
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/clerks-toolbox-session-three-3rd-march-2026/


	3rd
	Canva Part 1 – Getting started
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/canva-part-one-getting-started-3rd-march-2026/


	4th
	Data protection and GDPR Part 3
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/data-protection-and-gdpr-part-3-4th-march-2026/


	4th
	Internal Controls
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/internal-controls-4th-march/


	5th
	Emotional intelligence and resilience
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/emotional-intelligence-and-resilience-5th-march/


	5th
	Recruiting & retaining a more diverse pool of councillors
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/recruiting-and-retaining-a-more-diverse-pool-of-councillors-5th-march-2026/


	5th
	Chairmanship Skills Part 1
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/chairmanship-skills-part-one-5th-march-2026/


	9th
	Data protection and GDPR Part 2
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/data-protection-and-gdpr-part-2-9th-march/


	10th
	Councillors: Chairing meetings effectively
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillors-chairing-meetings-effectively-10th-march/


	10th
	Year End & Audit - Councils over £25,000
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/year-end-audit-councils-over-25000-10th-march-2026/


	11th
	Dealing with difficult people and conversations
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/dealing-with-difficult-people-and-conversations-11th-march-2/


	11th
	Clerks Toolbox: Introduction to the council’s core documents
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/clerks-toolbox-session-three-11th-march-2026/


	12th
	Year-end & Transparency - Councils under £25,000
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/year-end-transparency-councils-under-25000-12th-march-2026/


	17th
	Crisis Communication for local councils
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/crisis-communications-for-local-councils-17th-march-2026/


	17th
	Year-end & Transparency - Councils under £25,000
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/year-end-transparency-councils-under-25000-17th-march-2026/


	18th
	Canva Part 2
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/canva-part-two-advanced-18th-march-2026/


	19th
	Data protection and GDPR Part 3
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/data-protection-and-gdpr-part-3-19th-march-2026/


	19th
	Chairmanship Skills Part 2
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/chairmanship-skills-part-two-19th-march-2026/


	19th
	Income & Expenditure accounts (for larger councils)
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/income-expenditure-accounts-for-larger-councils-19th-march-2026/


	23rd
	Data protection for town and parish councillors
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillors-training-data-protection-training-for-parish-and-town-councillors-23rd-march2026/


	24th
	Introduction to VAT (Free)
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/introduction-to-vat-free-24th-march-2026/


	26th
	Year End & Audit - Councils over £25,000
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/year-end-audit-councils-over-25000-26th-march-2026/


	30th
	Freedom of information for councils
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/freedom-of-information-for-councils-30th-march-2026/


	APRIL


	1st
	Clerks Toolbox: Introduction to council finance
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/clerks-toolbox-session-four-1st-april-2026/


	14th
	Councillors: social media skills
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillors-social-media-skills-14th-april-2/


	14th
	VAT Partial Exemption
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/vat-partial-exemption-14th-april-2026/


	16th
	Introduction to VAT (Free)
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/introduction-to-vat-16th-april-2026-2/


	20th
	Data protection and GDPR: Part 2
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/data-protection-and-gdpr-part-2-20th-april-2/


	21st
	Boosting Your Council’s Identity: How to Promote Your Council Effectively
	 https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/boosting-your-councils-identity-how-to-promote-your-council-effectively-21st-april-2026/


	23rd
	How more councils can effectively engage with young people
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/how-councils-can-more-effectively-engage-with-young-people-23rd-april-2026-2/




	23rd
	Procurement
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/procurement-23rd-april-2026/


	MAY


	8th
	Recruiting and retaining a more diverse pool of councillors
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/recruiting-and-retaining-a-more-diverse-pool-of-councillors-8th-may-2026-2/


	13th
	Crisis communication for local councils
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/crisis-communications-for-local-councils-13th-may-2026-2/


	14th
	Councillor Fundamentals
	 https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-may-14th/


	27th
	Councillor Fundamentals
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-may-27th/


	June


	2nd
	How more councils can effectively engage with young people
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/https-bookings-breakthroughcomms-co-uk-customer-young-people/


	5th
	Clerks, The Knowledge
Part 1
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/https-survey-communityfirst-org-uk-zs-qkefpc/


	10th
	Boosting Your Council’s Identity: How to Promote Your Council Effectively
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/boosting-your-councils-identity-how-to-promote-your-council-effectively-10th-june-2026/


	12th
	Clerks, The Knowledge
Part 2
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/clerks-the-knowledge-part-two-12th-june-2026/


	15th
	Councillor Fundamentals
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-june-15th/


	16th
	Get the most from local and regional media
	 https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/get-the-most-from-local-and-regional-media-16th-june/


	23rd
	Councillor Fundamentals
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-june-23rd-2/


	29th
	Councillors: Social media skills
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillors-social-media-skills-14th-april/



	July


	2nd
	VAT Partial Exemption
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/vat-partial-exemption-2nd-july-2026/


	7th
	Councillor Fundamentals
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-july-7th/


	September


	3rd
	Councillor Fundamentals
	https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/councillor-fundamentals-september-3rd/
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